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REMARKS : 

The Examiner has indicated the allowability of Claims 31 through 34. The &> 

m 

minor amendments necessary to overcome the objection of 35 U.S.C. 112 have been £Jj 
entered so that it is believed that all of these claims are now in good order for > 
allowance. j— 
The Examiner has rejected Claims 21 through 26 which are now CD 

cancelled. 

O 

The Examiner has rejected Claims 27 through 30 under 35 U.S.C. 103 
based on Pfeiffer in view of Linden. ^ 

Pfeiffer discloses a shelf structure which is formed of a shelf material 
defining a generally planar shelf body together with a hanger element separate from the 
shelf material at the front and rear which are draped over the front and rear beams. 

Claim 31 has been amended to make clear the following Important 
features of distinction. 

, a) The shelf is formed from a planar shelf material which is bent at the 
apex to form the inclined main shelf portion and the rear portion 
both of which are formed from the same shelf material bent at the 
apex. 

b) The apex is located at a spaced position above the rear beam so 
that the rear portion extends downwardly from the spaced position 
above the rear beam to the receptacle of the rear beam. 
In Pfeiffer there is no shelf material bent in the manner now defined in 
Claim 27. In Pfeiffer there is no apex which is spaced above the rear beam so that 



PAGE 12/13 * RCVD AT 4/5/2004 5:38:42 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2049425723 * DURATION (mm^s):03-18 



FROM ADE & COMPANY 



(MON) APR 5 2004 16:43/ST. 16M0/NO. 631 0677428 P 13 



10 

there is a portion of th shelf m terial from which the structure is bent which xtends 
downwardly from the apex spaced above the rear beam into the receptacle of the rear 
beam. In Pferffer the hanger 20 is merely draped over the rear beam so that it does not 
define any apex which is located at a spaced position above the rear beam. 

The Examiner will appreciate that neither Pfeiffer nor Linden disclose the 
arrangement clearly now defined in Claim 27 including the bench shelf material and the 
bend at the apex which is located well above the rear beam. This structure is simply no 
disclosed nor suggested in any way in the prior art documents since each of these prior 
art documents defines in effect a planar shelf which is merely draped or hung over the 
respective beam by hanger elements which are separate from the shelf itself. 

It is submitted therefore that all of the claims are now in good order for 

allowance. 
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